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such a character, but he is even a man, in many respects, of
amiable manners. Still there are traits of character about
him, and modes of expressing them in his manners, which
make a familiar or neighbourly intercourse with him painful
and mortifying. Pride, in its most exalted form, he was
entitled to feel j but something there was, in the occasional
expression of this pride, which was difficult to bear. Upon
ground where he was really strong, Wordsworth was not
arrogant. In a question of criticism, he was open to any
man's suggestions. But there were fields of thought or of
observation which he seemed to think locked up and
sacred to himself; and any alien entrance upon those fields
he treated almost as intrusions and usurpations. One of
these, and which naturally occurred the most frequently, was
the whole theory of picturesque beauty, as presented to our
notice at every minute by the bold mountainous scenery
amongst which we lived, and as it happened to be modified
by the seasons of the year, by the time of day, or by the acci-
dents of light and shade. Now, Wordsworth and his sister
really had, as I have before acknowledged, a peculiar depth
of organic sensibility to the effects of form and colour; and
to them I was willing to concede a vote, such as in ancient
Koine was called " a prerogative vote," upon such questions.
But, not content with this, Wordsworth virtually claimed
the same precedency for all who were connected with him-
self, though merely by affinity, and therefore standing undei
no colourable presumption (as blood relations might have
done) of inheriting the same constitutional gifts of organiza-
tion. To everybody standing out of this sacred and privi-
leged pale Wordsworth behaved with absolute insult in cases
of this nature: he did not even appear to listen; but, as
if what they said on such a theme must be childish prattle,
turned away with an air of perfect indifference; began
talking, perhaps, with another person on another subject; or,
at all events, never noticed what we said by an apology for
an answer. I, very early in our connexion, having observed
this inhuman arrogance, took care never afterwards to lay
myself under the possibility of such an insult. Systematic-
ally I avoided saying anything, however suddenly tempted
into any expression of my feelings, upon the natural appear-